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EXECUTIVE	SUMMARY	

Project	Connect	represents	the	construction	and	subsequent	operations	of	a	new	electric	
vehicle	(EV)	manufacturing	facility	in	Blythewood,	South	Carolina	that	would	expand	the	
economic	footprint	of	South	Carolina’s	automotive	cluster	in	the	coming	decade.	The	
purpose	of	this	analysis	is	to	specifically	estimate	the	temporary	and	permanent	economic	
impacts	that	would	arise	from	this	facility.	All	estimates	in	this	analysis	derive	from	raw	
data	projections	provided	by	the	South	Carolina	Department	of	Commerce.	
	
The	key	findings	of	this	analysis	are	as	follows:	
	

• If	the	project	moves	forward,	there	would	be	an	investment	of	$2	billion	in	the	construction	
of	a	new	manufacturing	facility	in	Blythewood,	South	Carolina	between	January	2024	and	
December	2028.	This	would	include	approximately	 	for	land	acquisition	and	
building	facilities	and	another	 	for	machinery	and	equipment.	By	2029,	this	
facility	would	also	directly	support	approximately	4,000	permanent	jobs.	
	

• The	investment	towards	construction	would	be	expected	to	generate	a	cumulative	
economic	impact	of	nearly	$3.5	billion	in	South	Carolina	by	the	year	2028,	with	an	average	
of	3,635	temporary	construction-related	jobs	supported	(directly	or	indirectly)	during	the	
five-year	construction	phase.	This	level	of	job	creation	is	also	estimated	to	create	a	total	of	
$1.1	billion	in	labor	income	over	the	same	time	period.		

	
• The	temporary	economic	impacts	resulting	from	all	construction	would	be	followed	by	

more	permanent	impacts	associated	with	the	ongoing	operations	of	the	manufacturing	
facility	–	including	both	pre-production	operations	scheduled	to	begin	in	2024	as	well	as	
production-based	operations	scheduled	to	begin	in	2026.	In	sum,	the	annual	economic	
impact	of	the	facility’s	operations	on	the	state	of	South	Carolina	is	estimated	to	rise	from	
an	initial	dollar	volume	of	 	in	2024	to	nearly	$4.2	billion	by	2029.	This	level	of	
economic	activity	is	also	estimated	to	generate	 	permanent	jobs	in	the	year	2024	that	
will	then	scale	up	to	9,834	by	the	year	2029.	
	

• When	combining	the	economic	impacts	associated	with	both	construction	and	all	ongoing	
operations,	the	cumulative	economic	impact	of	the	new	facility	on	the	state	of	South	
Carolina	by	the	year	2029	is	projected	to	total	approximately	$15.3	billion.	This	impact	
represents	the	sum	total	of	all	economic	activity	supported	(directly	or	indirectly)	by	the	
facility	in	South	Carolina	between	2024	and	2029.	The	initial	economic	impact	in	2024	is	
projected	to	be	approximately	$37	million,	which	will	then	climb	to	the	cumulative	total	of	
$15.3	billion	by	2029.	
	

	
	














